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Practical Japanese Singing Pronunciation with IPA by Kentaro Sato (Ken-P)

1. Japanese Singing Vowels
There are five vowels in the Japanese language, and they are transcribed as “I/i,” E/e,” “A/a,” “O/o,” and “U/u.”
i =[i], same as English “long e [pronounced ‘ee’],” as in “feet [fi:t]” & “me [mi:].”
You may slightly modify [i] toward [1] to achieve unified vowel production. Do not make it [j] even if another vowel follows.
¢ = [€], same as English “short e [pronounced ‘eh’],” as in “fed [fed]” & “met [met].”
Do not use either [e] or [a] for this sound.
a = [a], same as English “open a [pronounced ‘ah’],” as in “far [fa: / fae-]” & “Mars [ma:z / maaz].”
You may use [a] or [a] to achieve unified vowel production in some cases. Do not use neither [a&] nor [0] for this sound.
o = [o0], same as English “long or closed o [pronounced ‘oh’],” as in “hele [houl] ” & “pole [pouvl].” *(not UK [havl] / [pavl])
You may slightly modify [o] toward [0] for louder/higher passages. Do not make it the English diphthong [ou].
u = [u], same as English “long u [pronounced ‘00’],” as in “food [fu:d]” & “moon [mu:n]”
Although the Japanese spoken “u” is closer to [wi] or [#], do not use this spoken “u” for singing.
Do not make it [w], even if another vowel follows.

2. Japanese Singing Consonants

Transcription IPA English Example Transcription IPA English Example
b [b] boss [bos] m [m] map [mep]
by [bj] Bjorn [bjo:n / bjoan] my [mj] mute [mju:t]
ch [te] (alternative [ff]), chess [tfes] n [n] nod [nod])
d [d] dot [dot] ny [nj] lanyard [lze.njod / lee.njo-d]
dy [dj] due [dju:] *some speakers pronounce it [du:]. ng [p] song [son]
dz [dz] odds [odz] ngy [nj]
f [f] food [fu:d] *foreign or foreign-origin words only. P [p] pot [pot])
g gl gut [gat] py I[pi] pure [pjud /pjua]
gy [gj] Magyar [ma.gja: / me.gjae-] r [c] (alternative [1], look [luk])
h [h] hat [haet] *before transcribed “e” “a” & “0” ry  [g] (alternative [1j], Liu [lju])
h [¢] (alternative [h], he [hi:]) *before transcribed “i” s [s] sing [sm]
h [¢] (alternative [h], who [hu:]) *before transcribed “u” sh  [e] (alternative [[], she [fi:])
hy [¢] (alternative [hj], hue [hju:]) t [t] tall [to:1]
hw  [] (alternative [f], fee [fi:]) ts  [8s] pets [pets]
j [dz] (alternative [d3], jet [d3et]) v [v] veal [vil] *foreign or foreign-origin words only.
k [k] king [kin] w [@] (alternative [w], wall [wo:1])
ky [kl cute [kjut] y [ you[ju]
1 [1] leap [liip] *foreign or foreign-origin words only. zZ [z] zebra [ze.bra /zi:.bra]

i.) Japanese sh [e], j [dz], and ch [te] are different from their English counterparts, sh [f], j [d3 / 3], ch [{f]. Japanese sh, j, and ch should be
produced with an “i-ish” mouth shape with no lip pursing, and they contain higher overtones than their English counterparts.

ii.) Japanese “1” is a one-tapped/flapped/flipped r. Do not use an Italian rolled r [r], an English r [1], a French uvular r [r], or a Chinese r [{]. If
this is difficult, you may substitute “1” [1] for it.

iii.) Although the Japanese spoken “w [(]” has less roundness of the lips than the English “w [w]” (or even no roundness), singers may use [w].

g
[T}

iv.) Although the Japanese spoken “n” may change its sound to [n], [n], [n] or [N] according to what follows it, [n] will suffice in singing.
v.) A sound of “ng [n]” or “ngy [nj]” is called “v:# < 4 bidakuon” in Japanese. Do not use [g] or [gj] as a substitution.

3. Structure of Japanese Syllables

Unlike English syllables, Japanese syllables are almost always open (i.e., they end with a vowel sound) with no liaison. In addition, they are
monophthongs (i.e., they contain only one vowel in a syllable, with no glide). Therefore, most Japanese syllables are either: 1) [one vowel]; or
2) [one consonant/ consonant cluster] + [one vowel]. However, some exceptions might occur with the consonants “n” and “m.” Both “n” and “m”
might appear at the end of a syllable, as in “pen” and “beam,” but they are not as strong as their English counterparts, which sound “pen-uh” and
“beam-uh.” There may also appear either an open “n” [as in ‘rock ‘n’ roll’] or closed “m” humming, which makes them pseudo-independent
syllables. There may also be an exception to the voiceless consonants becoming pseudo-independent syllables: when they are followed by a
vowel in parentheses or a small circle (e.g., “light >e/o2»v h(i)kari / hikari [¢.ka.ri]”), this indicates that the vowel may drop, thereby becoming
non-pitched, because it is too short. The score will indicate such exceptions and how to execute them vocally.

Capital letters indicate the first letter of a word. A hyphen indicates that the connected syllables belong to a word or a meaningful chunk of a
sentence; therefore, it is best to avoid taking a noticeable breath at any hyphenated part. Both a macron (a straight bar placed above a letter) and
consecutive same vowels indicate that the vowel is long (e.g., “pass siz/L %% toru/tooru [to:.cu]” vs “get m»/& % toru [to.ru]”). A macron is
preferred. In speech, Japanese syllables maintain a steady and constant duration, although this rule might not be apparent in music; therefore, a
macron or consecutive same vowels may not appear in the score, since the duration of the vowel is determined by the given note value.

In order to make the syllabic separation clearer, an apostrophe may appear: 1) to indicate a clear separation with a possible glottal attack
before a vowel [e.g., a big man 5=z O'otoko = O-'o-to-ko [0:.0.to.ko],]; and 2) to designate pseudo-independent syllabic consonants (e.g.,
“easy w%isawvan'l = a-n-'1 [a.n.i]” vs “brother s ani = a-ni [a.ni]”); and 3) to indicate the beginning of a consonant sound that is represented
by multiple letters including a double consonant (e.g., fask fi/= % x 5 sangyd — sa'ngyd = sa-ngy0 [sa.n.pjo:]). Since the syllabic division is
shown clearly in music by hyphenation, both 2) and 3) might not appear in the score.

A double consonant (e.g., “same -+ i-'cchi, [i.te:i]” vs “one v+ i-'chi [i.tei],”) indicates that the preceding vowel will be shortened or that
there is a short stop or rest between the syllables, as in the Italian word “tutti.” This is called “z <4 sokuon” in Japanese, and is known as
gemination or consonant elongation. In the music, singers must clearly execute the indicated rest between the syllables or staccatos on the first
syllable of such words.

©2008 Kentaro Sato (Ken-P) www.wisemanproject.com Special Thanks to Dr. Robert Zaslavsky updated on 12/3, 2014



sea turt_le of  song
Umi’'ngame-no Uta

white hope
1. Shiroi Kibo
spring  of  quiet night

Haru-no Shizuka-na Yoru
wave of  inbetween go through
Nami-no Aida-wo Nu’'tte
birthplace to aim
Wata shi-wa Hurusato-wo Mezasu.
of light
Ho shi-no Hikari-no Naka
moving wave | wonder
Yurameku Nami-ni Omou,
sandy beach
Wata shi-no Sunahama-wo
birthplace
Wata shi-no Hurusato-wo.

spring  of  quiet night
Haru-no Shizuka-na Yoru
wave pushing aside
Nami-wo Kakiwake
birthplace to to have returned
Wata shi-wa Hurusato-ni Kae ttekita.
star of light
Ho’shi-no Hikari-no Naka
wet sand | wonder
Shime’tta Suna-ni Omou,
sandy beach of
Wata shi-no Sunahama-no
dear scent
Na’tsuka’shi Nioi-wo.

sand pushing aside
Suna-wo Kakiwake
birthplace at toleave
Wata shi-wa Hurusato-ni Nokosu,
future connecting wish
Mirai-eto Tuna’ngaru Wata shi-no Ne’ngai-wo.

warm sand being wrapped
Atataka-na Suna-ni Tsu’tsumareta
white hope

Wata shi-no Shiroi Kibo.

yet small tomorrow

Mada Chisana A’shita-wo

birthplace at  toentrust

Wata shi-wa Hurusato-ni Takusu.

spring  of  quiet night
Haru-no Shizuka-na Yoru-ni
future | wonder

Mirai-wo Omou.

night sky Wwhisper
2. Yozora-no Tsubuyaki
earth eyes at  tolook
Chijo-no Hitomi-wa Wata Shl -wo Mia’'nge
night glitter
Yoru-no Kirameki-no Naka ni
what to see

Nani-wo Mirunodaro?

that is fear to wonder
Sore-wa Osore-daroka?
comfort to wonder
Yasura’'ngi-daroka?
distant light in
Toku-no Hikari-no Naka-ni
what to see
Nani-wo Mirunodaro?

see
Wata shi-wa Miru,
earth to shine

Chijo-ni Ka’ngayaku
life so-called gitter
Ino’chi-toya Kirameki-no Naka -ni
hope
Kibo-wo.

©2012 Kentaro Sato (Ken-P)

Sea Turtle Songs

1. White Hopes
In the silence of the spring night,
threading through the waves,
I head to my birthplace.
In the light of the stars,
I wonder.
I wonder about my beach,

my dear birthplace.

In the silence of the spring night,
pushing through the waves,
[ return to my birthplace.
In the light of the stars,
I treasure the wet sand,
and the scent of

my dearest beach.

Pushing away the sand,
in my birthplace, I leave my wishes;

the wishes connected to the future.

Wrapped with warm sand
are my white hopes.
I entrust these still tiny tomorrows

to my birthplace.

In the silence of the spring night,

I wonder about the future.

2. Whispers of the Night Sky
I wonder
what eyes on earth, looking up to me, see

in my glitters of the night.

Would they be afraid?
Or would they be comforted?
I wonder what they see

in the distant lights on me?

I see.
In the glitters on the earth
called life,

I see hopes.



moonlitnight ~ of  departure

3. Tsukiyo-no Tabida’chi

full moon
Man’nge’tsu-da!
time to come

Toki-wa Kita!

now

Ima-da!
sand to push.aside
Suna-wo Kakiwake
earth to aim

Chijo-wo Mezase.

moon of light filled with world to
Tsuki-no Hikari-nga Ahureru Sekai-eto
journey to have begun
Tabi-wa Hajima’tta.
white shell to throw away
Shiroi Kara-wo Nu’ngisute
let's to depart
Sa, Shu’ppa’tsu-da.

sand swell . to go beyond
Suna-no Uneri-wo Koete
and ocean to aim

So’shite Umi-wo Mezase.

but beware
Da’nga Kio’tsukero.
hardship to have begun

Kon’nan-mo Hajima’ttanoda.

bird . b be attacked
Tori-ni Tsu’tsukaretemo,
to avoid right right left

Ni'ngero! Mi’'ngi! Mi’ngi! Hidari!
to be turned
Hi’kkurikae’ttemo,
what a hardship to get up

Taihen’da! Okiro!
wave to be swirled
Nami-ni Momaretemo,
don't lose go forit
Makeruna! Gan’bare!
ocean to
Unabara-wo
unlimited world to aim
Mu’ngen-no Sekai-wo Mezase!

time tocome now
Toki-wa Kita! Ima-da!
white shell to throw away

Shiroi Kara-wo Nu’ngisute
let's  to depart
Sa, Shu’ppa’tsu-da.

let's  full moon of light filled with world to
Sa, Man’nge’tsu-no Hikari-nga Ahureru Sekai-eto
journey to have begun

Tabi-wa Hajima’tta.

©2012 Kentaro Sato (Ken-P)

3. Departure in the Moonlit Night

It is a full moon!
The time has come!

Now!

Push away the sand,

and climb up to the surface!

To the world full of moonlight,
Our journey has begun!
Throw away the white shells,

and let’s depart now!

Go beyond the swells of the sand,

and head to the ocean!

But beware!

The hardships of life have begun too.

Even if the birds attack,
Avoid! Right! Right! Left!
Even if we are turned upside down,
Oh, No! Get up!

Even if the waves swirl us,
Don’t lose! Go for it!

To the ocean!

Head to the unlimited world!

The time has come! Now!
Throw away the white shells,
and let’s depart now!
To the world of the light of the full moon,

our journey has begun!



white hope

4 . Shiroi Kiseki

light of morning sun to rise beach
Asahi-nga Noboru Kai’'ngan-ni
countless to be left small footprint
Musu-ni Nokoru Chisana A’shiato.
thousand life
Ah, Nan’zen-mono Ino’chi-nga
to have crossed
Kakenuketei’tta-noda...

light of morning sun  to rise beach
Asahi-nga Noboru Kai’ngan-de
front going one's back to follow
Mae-wo Iku Senaka-wo Oikaketa.
shoes many to spare  to goin
Wata shi-no Ku’tsu-nga Su’ppori Hairu
footprint to follow
A’shiato-wo Tado’tteitara...
suddenly
To’tsuzen,
that to look
TA! Are-wo Mite!,
joyous voice
Yorokobi-no Koe!

me like wind to pass
Wata’shi-wo Kaze-no-yoni Oinuita.
there this to look
"Hora! Kore-wo Mite!,
happily being tumed hand in
Ure’shiso-ni Hurimuita Te-no Naka-ni
tomorrow to have gone white miracle leftover

A’shita-ni Susun’da Shiroi Kiseki-no Ato.

/pure white
Ma’sshiro-dane.
indeed
r'So-dane.
many there are
ITakusan Arune.
indeed
FSo-dane.
now  what to wonder doing
'Ne, Ima Nani-wo Shiterunokana?
probably  cheerfully to swim
FKi’tto Genki-ni Oyoideiruyo.
again someday  here to wonder returning
"Mata I'tsuka Koko-ni Kae’ttekurunokana?
to hope it is

F'So-dato-ine.

seashore to run
Namiu’chi’ngiwa-ni Ha’shiriyori
ocean to gaze your look
Umi-wo Mi’tsumeru Kimi-no Manaza’shi.
yet small back
Mada Chisana Senaka-wa
light of morning sun in bright

Asahi-no Naka-de Mabushl

being bright
MMabushi-ne. |
indeed
'So-dane.
turning back smile
Hurikaeru E’'ngao-wa
bright white hope
Wata shi-no Ka'ngayaku Shiroi Kiseki.

again let's come back
"Mata Koyo-ne.,
indeed
FSo-dane. |
light of morning sun  to rise beach
Asahi-nga Noboru Kai’'ngan-ni...

©2012 Kentaro Sato (Ken-P)

4. White Miracle

On the beach in the sunrise,
there are countless small footprints.
Ah, thousands of lives

have crossed through here...

At the beach in the sunrise,

I follow your figure from behind.
Oh, my shoes are really smaller
than your footprints...
Suddenly,

“Ah! Look!”

A joyous cry!

You pass me like a wind.
“There! Look at this!”
You happily turn back, and in your hands

there is a white leftover of the miracle gone to tomorrow.

“It is so white.”
“Yes, it is.”
“There are so many.”
“Yes, there are.”
“I wonder what they are doing now.”
“I am sure they are swimming happily.”
“Would they come back here someday?”

“I sure hope so.”

You run to the seashore,
and gaze to the ocean.
Your figure is small,

but bright in the sunrise.

“It is so bright.”
“Yes, it is.”
Your smile is

my bright white miracle.

“Let’s come back here again.”
“Yes, let’s.”

Let’s return to this beach in sunrise again...
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A Choral Suite for Children’s and Mixed Choir
“Sea Turtle Songs”

Text by Kentaro Sato (Ken-P)

1. White Hopes

In the g#bnce of the spring night,
threadfgg through the waves,

I heay to my birthplace.

ight of the stars,

In the silence of the spring
pushing through the w

ust these still tiny tomorrows
my birthplace.

e silence of the spring night,
[ wonder about the future.

2. Whispers of the Night Sky

I wonder
what eyes on earth, looking up to me, see
in my glitters of the night.

Would they be afraid?
Or would they be comforted?
I wonder what they see
in the distant lights on me?

I see.
In the glitters on the earth
called life,
I see hopes.
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3. Departure in the Moonlit Night

It is a full moon!
The time has come!
Now!

away the sand,
b up to the surface!

and let’s depart now!

Go beyond the swells of th
and head to the ogffan!

But beware!
The hardships

ocean!
ad to the unlimited world!

e time has come! Now!
row away the white shells,
and let’s depart now!
> the world of the light of the full moon,
our journey has begun!
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4. White Miracle

On the beach in the sunrise,
there are countless small footprints.
Ah, thousands of lives

ach in the sunrise,
r figure from behind.

“Ah! Look!”
A joyous cry!

tomorrow.

back here someday?”
“I sure hope so.”

Ou run to the seashore,
and gaze to the ocean.
Your figure is small,
but bright in the sunrise.

“It is so bright.”
“Yes, it is.”
Your smile is
my bright white miracle.

“Let’s come back here again.”
“Yes, let’s.”

Let’s return to this beach in sunrise again...

Special Thanks to Dr. Robert Zaslavsky
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3. HE DKL B / Tsukiyo-no Tabida'chi (Departure in the Moonlit Night)
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3. HE DKL B / Tsukiyo-no Tabida'chi (Departure in the Moonlit Night)
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3. HE DKL B / Tsukiyo-no Tabida'chi (Departure in the Moonlit Night)
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3. HE DKL B / Tsukiyo-no Tabida'chi (Departure in the Moonlit Night)
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4. F\WA W / Shiroi Kiseki (White Miracle)
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