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Practical Japanese Singing Pronunciation with IPA by Kentaro Sato (Ken-P)

1. Japanese Singing Vowels
There are five vowels in the Japanese language, and they are transcribed as “I/i,” E/e,” “A/a,” “O/o,” and “U/u.”
i =[i], same as English “long e [pronounced ‘ee’],” as in “feet [fi:t]” & “me [mi:].”
You may slightly modify [i] toward [1] to achieve unified vowel production. Do not make it [j] even if another vowel follows.
¢ = [€], same as English “short e [pronounced ‘eh’],” as in “fed [fed]” & “met [met].”
Do not use either [e] or [a] for this sound.
a = [a], same as English “open a [pronounced ‘ah’],” as in “far [fa: / fae-]” & “Mars [ma:z / maa-z].”
You may use [a] or [a] to achieve unified vowel production in some cases. Do not use neither [&] nor [o] for this sound.
o = [o0], same as English “long or closed o [pronounced ‘oh’],” as in “hele [houvl] ” & “pole [pouvl].” *(ot UK [havl] / [pavl])
You may slightly modify [o] toward [0] for louder/higher passages. Do not make it the English diphthong [ov].
u = [u], same as English “long u [pronounced ‘00’],” as in “food [fu:d]” & “moon [mu:n]”
Although the Japanese spoken “u” is closer to [wi] or [#], do not use this spoken “u” for singing.
Do not make it [w], even if another vowel follows.

2. Japanese Singing Consonants

Transcription IPA English Example Transcription IPA English Example
b [b] boss [bos] m [m] map [mep]
by [bj] Bjorn [bjo:n / bjoan] my [mj] mute [mju:t]
ch [te] (alternative [ff]), chess [tfes] n [n] nod [nod])
d [d] dot [dot] ny [nj] lanyard [lze.njod / lee.njo-d]
dy [dj] due [dju:] *some speakers pronounce it [du:]. ng [p] song [son]
dz [dz] odds [odz] ngy [nj]
f [f] food [fu:d] *foreign or foreign-origin words only. p [p] pot [pot])
g gl gut [gat] py [pi] pure [pjud /pjua]
gy [gj] Magyar [ma.gja: / me.gjae-] r [c] (alternative [1], look [luk])
h [h] hat [haet] *before transcribed “e” “a” & “0” ry  [g] (alternative [1j], Liu [lju])
h [¢] (alternative [h], he [hi:]) *before transcribed “i” s [s] sing [sm]
h [¢] (alternative [h], who [hu:]) *before transcribed “u” sh  [e] (alternative [[], she [fi:])
hy [¢] (alternative [hj], hue [hju:]) t [t] tall [to:1]
hw  [] (alternative [f], fee [fi:]) ts  [8s] pets [pets]
j [dz] (alternative [d3], jet [d3et]) v [v] veal [vil] *foreign or foreign-origin words only.
k [k] king [kin] w [@] (alternative [w], wall [wo:1])
ky [kl cute [kjut] y [ you[ju]
1 [1] leap [liip] *foreign or foreign-origin words only. zZ [z] zebra [ze.bra /zi:.bra]

i.) Japanese sh [e], j [dz], and ch [te] are different from their English counterparts, sh [f], j [d3 / 3], ch [{f]. Japanese sh, j, and ch should be
produced with an “i-ish” mouth shape with no lip pursing, and they contain higher overtones than their English counterparts.

ii.) Japanese “1” is a one-tapped/flapped/flipped r. Do not use an Italian rolled r [r], an English r [1], a French uvular r [r], or a Chinese r [{]. If
this is difficult, you may substitute “1” [1] for it.

iii.) Although the Japanese spoken “w [(]” has less roundness of the lips than the English “w [w]” (or even no roundness), singers may use [w].

g
[T}

iv.) Although the Japanese spoken “n” may change its sound to [n], [n], [n] or [N] according to what follows it, [n] will suffice in singing.
v.) A sound of “ng [n]” or “ngy [nj]” is called “v'# < 4 bidakuon” in Japanese. Do not use [g] or [gj] as a substitution.

3. Structure of Japanese Syllables

Unlike English syllables, Japanese syllables are almost always open (i.e., they end with a vowel sound) with no liaison. In addition, they are
monophthongs (i.e., they contain only one vowel in a syllable, with no glide). Therefore, most Japanese syllables are either: 1) [one vowel]; or
2) [one consonant/ consonant cluster] + [one vowel]. However, some exceptions might occur with the consonants “n” and “m.” Both “n” and “m”
might appear at the end of a syllable, as in “pen” and “beam,” but they are not as strong as their English counterparts, which sound “pen-uh” and
“beam-uh.” There may also appear either an open “n” [as in ‘rock ‘n’ roll’] or closed “m” humming, which makes them pseudo-independent
syllables. There may also be an exception to the voiceless consonants becoming pseudo-independent syllables: when they are followed by a
vowel in parentheses or a small circle (e.g., “light >e/o2»v h(i)kari / hikari [¢.ka.ri]”), this indicates that the vowel may drop, thereby becoming
non-pitched, because it is too short. The score will indicate such exceptions and how to execute them vocally.

Capital letters indicate the first letter of a word. A hyphen indicates that the connected syllables belong to a word or a meaningful chunk of a
sentence; therefore, it is best to avoid taking a noticeable breath at any hyphenated part. Both a macron (a straight bar placed above a letter) and
consecutive same vowels indicate that the vowel is long (e.g., “pass siz/L %% toru/tooru [to:.cu]” vs “get m»/& % toru [to.ru]”). A macron is
preferred. In speech, Japanese syllables maintain a steady and constant duration, although this rule might not be apparent in music; therefore, a
macron or consecutive same vowels may not appear in the score, since the duration of the vowel is determined by the given note value.

In order to make the syllabic separation clearer, an apostrophe may appear: 1) to indicate a clear separation with a possible glottal attack
before a vowel [e.g., a big man 5=z O'otoko = O-'o-to-ko [0:.0.to.ko],]; and 2) to designate pseudo-independent syllabic consonants (e.g.,
“easy w%isawvan'l = a-n-'1 [a.n.i]” vs “brother s ani = a-ni [a.ni]”); and 3) to indicate the beginning of a consonant sound that is represented
by multiple letters including a double consonant (e.g., fask fi/= % x 5 sangyd — sa'ngyd = sa-ngyo [sa.n.pjo:]). Since the syllabic division is
shown clearly in music by hyphenation, both 2) and 3) might not appear in the score.

A double consonant (e.g., “same -+ i-'cchi, [i.te:i]” vs “one v+ i-'chi [i.tei],”) indicates that the preceding vowel will be shortened or that
there is a short stop or rest between the syllables, as in the Italian word “tutti.” This is called “z <4 sokuon” in Japanese, and is known as
gemination or consonant elongation. In the music, singers must clearly execute the indicated rest between the syllables or staccatos on the first
syllable of such words.

©2008 Kentaro Sato (Ken-P) www.wisemanproject.com Special Thanks to Dr. Robert Zaslavsky updated on 12/3, 2014



unceasing of heart breath
Tomaranai Kokoro-no Ibuki-ni

by Kentaro Sato (Ken-P)

to spring breeze face

1. Harukaze-ni Muka'tte

to spring breeze face dandelion is
Harukaze-ni Muka'tte Tan'popo-wa
quietly song singing
Shizuka-ni Uta-wo Uta'tteita.
white musical note in blue sky
Shiroi On'pu-wa Aozora-de
gently dancing

Yasa'shiku Odo'tteita.

to spring breeze face dandelion is
Harukaze-ni Muka'tte Tan'popo-wa
being oneself singing
Jibun'rashiku Uta'tteita.
white musical note in blue sky
Shiroi On'pu-wa Aozora-de
gently sparkling
Yasa'shiku Ka'ngayaiteita.

| if to sing
Wata'shi-nga Utaunara

what song to sing

Don'na Uta-wo Utaoka?
to word wing if to give
Kotoba-ni Tsubasa-wo Tsukerunara,
heart someone if to gift
Kokoro-wo Dareka-ni Okurunara...

to spring breeze face dandelion is
Harukaze-ni Muka'tte Tan'popo-wa
quietly song singing
Shizuka-ni Uta-wo Uta'tteita.
white musical note  flow inside
Shiroi On'pu-no Na'ngare-no Naka-ni
faint summer | catch scent
Hon'nori Na'tsu-no Kaori-nga'shita.

©2024 Kentaro Sato (Ken-P)

The Unceasing Breath of My Heart

by Kentaro Sato (Ken-P)

1. To the Spring Breeze

To the spring breeze,
a dandelion is singing quietly.
In the blue sky,

white notes are dancing gently.

To the spring breeze,
the dandelion is singing its own way.
In the blue sky,

white notes are sparkling gently.

If T were to sing,
what song would I sing?
If I were to give wings to my words—

If T were to gift my heart to someone—

To the spring breeze,
the dandelion is singing quietly.
In the flow of white notes,

I’ve caught a faint scent of summer.



heart singing
2. Wata shi-no Kokoro-nga Utaunowo

heart singing
Wata shi-no Kokoro-nga Utaunowo
can stop person none

Tomerareru Ya'tsu-wa Inainoda.

all life I'sing
Dzu'tto Uta'ttekitanoda,
surely anyone heart be captivated voice
Ki'tto Daremo-nga Kokoro Ubawareru Koe-de.
always I'sing
I'tsumo Uta'tteitanoda,
surely  anyone look back with smile

Ki'tto Daremo-nga Hurikaeru E'ngao-de.

someone mouth if try to cover
Dareka-nga Ku'chi-wo Husa'nginikitemo,
time mouth if try to cover
Jidai-nga Ku'chi-wo Husa'nginikitemo,
breath of heart breath
Wata shi-no Ibuki-wa, Kokoro-no Ibuki-wa,
to stop
Toma'ttakotonado
even once never

Tada-no I'chido-mo Nainoda.

heart singing
Wata shi-no Kokoro-nga Utaunowo
can stop person none
Tomerareru Ya'tsu-wa Inainoda.
through heart to run energy
Kokoro-wo Kakeme'nguru Enerugi-wo
can stop person none

Tomerareru Ya'tsu-wa Inainoda.

all life I'sing

Dzu'tto Uta'ttekitanoda,

wanting to express in words ~ feelings to exist

there
Soko-ni Kotoba-ni’shitai Omoi-nga’arukara.
always | want to sing
I'tsumo Uta'tteitainoda,
to pour feeling music
Omoi-wokometai On'ngaku-nga
heart to push

Wata shi-no Kokoro-wo Osukara.

someone heart if try to cover
Dareka-nga Kokoro-wo Husa'nginikitemo,
time heart if try to cover
Jidai-nga Kokoro-wo Husa'nginikitemo,
feeling flowing melody
Wata shi-no Omoi-wa, Na'ngareru Sen'ri'tsu-wa,
freely future to draw

Jiyt-ni Mirai-wo E'ngakina'ngara
like wind . this moment  to sweep through
Kaze-noyoni Ima-wo Kakenukerunoda.

heart singing
Wata shi-no Kokoro-nga Utaunowo
can stop person none

Tomerareru Ya'tsu-wa Inainoda.
even when it blocked

of sadness tear
Kana'shimi-no Namida-nga Me-wo Husaidatoki-desae,
being stopped never

Toma'ttakoto-nado Nainodakara.

heart to sing
Kokoro-wa Utau,
adoration tohold  freely
Ako'ngare-wo Idaite JiyGi-ni.
unceasing of heart breath is singing
Tomaranai Kokoro-no Ibuki-nga Uta-dakara.
can slop person even none
Tomerareru Ya'tsu-nado Inainoda,
heart singing
Wata shi-no Kokoro-nga Utaunowo.

©2024 Kentaro Sato (Ken-P)

2. The Singing of My Heart

No one can stop

my heart from singing.

I’ve been singing all my life
with a voice that surely captivates all.
I’ve been singing always

with a smile that makes all look back.

Even if someone tries to cover my mouth,
even if the times try to cover my mouth,
my breath—
the breath of my heart—

has never once stopped.

No one can stop
my heart from singing.
No one can stop

the energy that runs through my heart.

I’ve been singing all my life,
because there are feelings I want to express in words.
I’ve always wanted to sing,
because the music that [ want to hold my feelings

encourages my heart.

Even if someone tries to cover my heart,
even if the times try to cover my heart,
my feeling—the flowing melody—
sweeps through this moment like the wind,

freely limning the future.

No one can stop
my heart from singing.
Even when tears of sadness blocked my eyes,

it has never stopped.

My heart sings
freely with adoration.
Because singing is the unceasing breath of my heart,
no one can stop

my heart from singing.



with Autumn wind with withering wind

3. Akikaze-to, Ko'ngara'shi-to

with Autumn wind  together

Akikaze-to Tomo-ni
of migratory bird flocks have gone
Wataridori-no Mure-wa I'tte'shima'tta.

colored leaves too
Irozuita Konoha-mo
song chasing
Uta-wo Oikakete
of setting sun  beyond have disappeared
Yiihi-no Mukd-ni Kiete'shima'tta.

with Autumn wind  together

Akikaze-to Tomo-ni
of migratory bird flocks have gone
Wataridori-no Mure-wa ['tte'shima'tta.

when | realized
Ki'nga'tsukeba
only grasshopper
Kiri'ngirisu-dake'nga,
of night wind inside
Yokaze-no Naka-de,
of withering wind inside singing

Ko'ngara'shi-no Naka-de Uta'tteita.

score embracing

4. Gakuhu-wo Daite

score embracing music embracing
Gakuhu-wo Daite, On'ngaku-wo Daite,
sleepless night when | endure
Nemurenu Yoru-wo Su'ngosutoki;
score embracing music embracing
Gakuhu-wo Daite, On'ngaku-wo Daite,
of night length when | weep

Yoru-no Na'ngasa-ni Namidasurutoki;

of heart inside song while spinning

Kokoro-no Naka-de Uta-wo Tsumu'ngina'ngara

silent cry . to repeat
Mu'ngon-no Sakebi-wo Kurikaesu.

score embraping music embrgcing
Gakuhu-wo Daite, On'ngaku-wo Daite,
cold night to gaze

|
Wata'shi-wa Tsumetai Yoru-wo Mi'tsumeteiru.

| . to gaze .
Wata'shi-wa Mi'tsumeteiru,
score embracing

Gakuhu-wo Daite .

©2024 Kentaro Sato (Ken-P)

3. The Autumn Wind and the Withering Wind

With the autumn wind,

the flocks of migratory birds have gone.

Chasing their songs,
the colored leaves of the trees

have disappeared beyond the setting sun.

With the autumn wind,

the flocks of migratory birds have gone.

I have found that
only a grasshopper is still singing
in the night wind,

in the withering wind.

4. Embracing the Score

Embracing the score, embracing the music,
I endure a sleepless night.
Embracing the music score, embracing music,

I weep through the long night.

Spinning a song in my heart,

I repeat a silent cry.

Embracing the score, embracing the music,

I gaze into the cold night.

I gaze into the cold night,

embracing the score.



to spring prelude
~ Haru-eno Pure’lyiido ~

spring breeze riding
5. Harukaze-ni No'tte

spring breeze riding to be delivered single word
Harukaze-ni No'tte Todoita Hito'tsubu-no Kotoba.
sender unknown
Sa'shida'shinin-wa Wakaranai.
where to come unknown

Doko-kara Kita-kamo Wakaranai.

spring breeze riding to heart tobe landed  word
Harukaze-ni No'tte Kokoro-ni Maiorita Kotoba.
before I know it it root to spread height to grow
I'tsunomanika Sore-wa Ne-wo Hari Se-wo Nobashi,
of heart color bloomed
Wata shi-no Kokoro-no Iro-de Saitanoda.
as word bloomed

Wata shi-no Kotoba-to'shite Saitanoda.

then gentle feeling to be clad
So'shite Yawaraka-na Omoi-wo Mato'tte,
from lips of heart as breath
Wata shi-no Ku'chibiru-kara, Wata shi-no Kokoro-no Ibuki-to'shite,
departed
Tabida'ttei'ttanoda.

spring breeze riding word feeling

Harukaze-ni No'tte Kotoba-wa, Omoi-wa, Wata shi-wa,
spring breeze riding to you flew
Harukaze-ni No'tte Anata-e Ton'dei'ttanoda.

spring breeze riding to you tobelanded  word
Harukaze-ni No'tte Anata-ni Maiorita Kotoba.
before | know it it shining of sound wing to spread
I'tsunomanika Sore-wa Ka'ngayaku Oto-no Tsubasa-wo Hiro'ngete,
new as music bloomed
Atara'sh1 On'ngaku-toshite Saitanoda.
for us surely bloomed

‘Wata'shita'chi-notameni Ki'tto Saitanoda.

then . vivid singing voice  to be clad
So'shite Azayaka-na Uta'ngoe Mato'tte,
from lips of heart as breath
Wata shi-no Ku'chibiru-kara, Wata shi-no Kokoro-no Ibuki-to'shite,
flew
Habataitei'ttanoda.
itis spring breeze . riding to e.cho.
Sore-wa Harukaze-ni No'tte Hibiku
never-ended to music love letter

Owaranaka'tta On'ngaku-eno Lavuleta.

unceasing . of heart breath .
Tomaranai Kokoro-no Ibuki-wa
spring breeze riding flew

Harukaze-ni No'tte Habataitei'ttanoda.

spring breeze . riding
Harukaze-ni No'tte.

©2024 Kentaro Sato (Ken-P)

~ Prelude to Spring ~

5. On the Spring Breeze

A single word has been delivered to me on the spring breeze.
I don’t know who sent it.

I don’t even know whence it came.

A word on the spring breeze has landed in my heart.
Before I know it, it has taken root, grown tall,
and bloomed in the color of my heart.

It bloomed as my word.

Then, clad in a gentle feeling,
the word has set off from my lips

as the breath of my heart.

On the spring breeze, words, feelings, and [—

On the spring breeze, they all have flown to you.

A single word has been delivered to you on the spring breeze.
Before I know it, you have breathed the word
into a new music that spreads the shining wings of sound.

It must have bloomed for all of us.
Then, clad with vivid singing voices,
a song has flown from our lips

as the breath of our hearts.

It is a love letter on the spring breeze,

to the music that has never-ended.

The unceasing breath of my heart

has flown on the spring breeze.

On the spring breeze—

Special Thanks to Dr. Robert Zaslavsky
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by Kentaro Sato (Ken-P)

1. Harukaze-ni Muka'tte
(To the Spring Breeze)

To the spring breeze,
a dandelion is singing quietly.
In the blue sky,

white notes are dancing gently.

To the spring breeze,
the dandelion is singing its own way.
In the blue sky,

white notes are sparkling gently.

If I were to sing,
what song would I sing?
If I were to give wings to my words—

If I were to gift my heart to someone—

To the spring breeze,
the dandelion is singing quietly.
In the flow of white notes,

I’ve caught a faint scent of summer.
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2. Wata'shi-no Kokoro-nga Utaunowo
(The Singing of My Heart)

No one can stop

my heart from singing.

I’ve been singing all my life
with a voice that surely captivates all.
I’ve been singing always

with a smile that makes all look back.

Even if someone tries to cover my mouth,
even if the times try to cover my mouth,
my breath—
the breath of my heart—

has never once stopped.

No one can stop
my heart from singing.
No one can stop

the energy that runs through my heart.

I’ve been singing all my life,
because there are feelings [ want to express in words.
I’ve always wanted to sing,
because the music that I want to hold my feelings

encourages my heart.

Even if someone tries to cover my heart,
even if the times try to cover my heart,
my feeling—the flowing melody—
sweeps through this moment like the wind,

freely limning the future.

No one can stop
my heart from singing.
Even when tears of sadness blocked my eyes,

it has never stopped.

My heart sings freely with adoration.
Because singing is the unceasing breath of my heart,
no one can stop

my heart from singing.
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3. Akikaze-to, Ko'ngara'shi-to
(The Autumn Wind and the Withering Wind)

With the autumn wind,
the flocks of migratory birds have gone.

Chasing their songs,
the colored leaves of the trees

have disappeared beyond the setting sun.

With the autumn wind,

the flocks of migratory birds have gone.

I have found that
only a grasshopper is still singing
in the night wind,

in the withering wind.

4. Gakuhu-wo Daite
(Embracing the Score)

Embracing the score, embracing the music,
I endure a sleepless night.
Embracing the music score, embracing music,

I weep through the long night.

Spinning a song in my heart,

I repeat a silent cry.

Embracing the score, embracing the music,

I gaze into the cold night.

I gaze into the cold night,

embracing the score.
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~ Haru-eno Pure'lyiido ~~

(Prelude to Spring)

5. Harukaze-ni No'tte

(On the Spring Breeze)

A single word has been delivered to me on the spring breeze.
I don’t know who sent it.

I don’t even know whence it came.

A word on the spring breeze has landed in my heart.
Before I know it, it has taken root, grown tall,
and bloomed in the color of my heart.

It bloomed as my word.

Then, clad in a gentle feeling,
the word has set off from my lips

as the breath of my heart.

On the spring breeze, words, feelings, and [—

On the spring breeze, they all have flown to you.

A single word has been delivered to you on the spring breeze.
Before I know it, you have breathed the word
into a new music that spreads the shining wings of sound.

It must have bloomed for all of us.
Then, clad with vivid singing voices,
a song has flown from our lips

as the breath of our hearts.

It is a love letter on the spring breeze,

to the music that has never-ended.

The unceasing breath of my heart

has flown on the spring breeze.

On the spring breeze—

Special Thanks to Dr. Robert Zaslavsky
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Text and Music by Kentaro Sato (Ken-P)
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2. FADLD3H S D% / Wata'shi-no Kokoro-nga Utaunowo (The Singing of My Heart)
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2. FADLDSH S D% / Wata'shi-no Kokoro-nga Utaunowo (The Singing of My Heart)
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2. FADLD3H S D% / Wata'shi-no Kokoro-nga Utaunowo (The Singing of My Heart)
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2. FADLD3H S D% / Wata'shi-no Kokoro-nga Utaunowo (The Singing of My Heart)
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2. FADLDSH S D% / Wata'shi-no Kokoro-nga Utaunowo (The Singing of My Heart)
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2. FADLD3H S D% / Wata'shi-no Kokoro-nga Utaunowo (The Singing of My Heart)
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3. KK & ARES L&

Text and Music by Kentaro Sato (Ken-P)

» . Akikaze-to, Ko'ngara'shi-to Nov. 8, 2024
, o= 70-75 Melancholil (The Autumn Wind and the Withering Wind)
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3. #JA L. RHiS L & / Akikaze-to, Ko'ngara'shi-to (The Autumn Wind and the Withering Wind)
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3. #JA L. RHiS L & / Akikaze-to, Ko'ngara'shi-to (The Autumn Wind and the Withering Wind)
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3. #JA L. RHiS L & / Akikaze-to, Ko'ngara'shi-to (The Autumn Wind and the Withering Wind)
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3. #JA L. RHiS L & / Akikaze-to, Ko'ngara'shi-to (The Autumn Wind and the Withering Wind)
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Aug. 14, 2024

Text and Music by Kentaro Sato (Ken-P)
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Gakuhu-wo Daite (Embracing the Score)
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1% #4\>C / Gakuhu-wo Daite (Embracing the Score)

SHE s
Z<nl

4.

16

_ —_— - —————mp
I I I

- hu -
¢ 45

Ga - ku
i

- WO

- ku - hu

Ga

'O -n-nga-ku
<

B AW

-

<

- wo-Da
%z

'O-n-nga-ku
<

B AL B

I
"4
f

1
-

L1
=)

-35-

©2024 Kentaro Sato (Ken-P)



1% #4\> T / Gakuhu-wo Daite (Embracing the Score)
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(lower small notes are opt. too)

*opt. upper div., = solo or soli.

1% #4\>C / Gakuhu-wo Daite (Embracing the Score)
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1% #4\> T / Gakuhu-wo Daite (Embracing the Score)
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Haru-eno Pure'lyado (Prelude to Spring) Novt. 24, 2024
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5. FMIzD->T

Text and Music by Kentaro Sato (Ken-P)

Harukaze-ni No'tte (On the Spring Breeze) Oct. 20, 2024
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