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Practical Japanese Singing Pronunciation with IPA by Kentaro Sato (Ken-P)

1. Japanese Singing Vowels
There are five vowels in the Japanese language, and they are transcribed as “I/i,” E/e,” “A/a,” “O/o,” and “U/u.”
i =[i], same as English “long e [pronounced ‘ee’],” as in “feet [fi:t]” & “me [mi:].”
You may slightly modify [i] toward [1] to achieve unified vowel production. Do not make it [j] even if another vowel follows.
¢ = [€], same as English “short e [pronounced ‘eh’],” as in “fed [fed]” & “met [met].”
Do not use either [e] or [a] for this sound.
a = [a], same as English “open a [pronounced ‘ah’],” as in “far [fa: / fae-]” & “Mars [ma:z / maa-z].”
You may use [a] or [a] to achieve unified vowel production in some cases. Do not use neither [&] nor [o] for this sound.
o = [o0], same as English “long or closed o [pronounced ‘oh’],” as in “hele [houvl] ” & “pole [pouvl].” *(ot UK [havl] / [pavl])
You may slightly modify [o] toward [0] for louder/higher passages. Do not make it the English diphthong [ov].
u = [u], same as English “long u [pronounced ‘00’],” as in “food [fu:d]” & “moon [mu:n]”
Although the Japanese spoken “u” is closer to [wi] or [#], do not use this spoken “u” for singing.
Do not make it [w], even if another vowel follows.

2. Japanese Singing Consonants

Transcription IPA English Example Transcription IPA English Example
b [b] boss [bos] m [m] map [mep]
by [bj] Bjorn [bjo:n / bjoan] my [mj] mute [mju:t]
ch [te] (alternative [ff]), chess [tfes] n [n] nod [nod])
d [d] dot [dot] ny [nj] lanyard [lze.njod / lee.njo-d]
dy [dj] due [dju:] *some speakers pronounce it [du:]. ng [p] song [son]
dz [dz] odds [odz] ngy [nj]
f [f] food [fu:d] *foreign or foreign-origin words only. p [p] pot [pot])
g gl gut [gat] py [pi] pure [pjud /pjua]
gy [gj] Magyar [ma.gja: / me.gjae-] r [c] (alternative [1], look [luk])
h [h] hat [haet] *before transcribed “e” “a” & “0” ry  [g] (alternative [1j], Liu [lju])
h [¢] (alternative [h], he [hi:]) *before transcribed “i” s [s] sing [sm]
h [¢] (alternative [h], who [hu:]) *before transcribed “u” sh  [e] (alternative [[], she [fi:])
hy [¢] (alternative [hj], hue [hju:]) t [t] tall [to:1]
hw  [] (alternative [f], fee [fi:]) ts  [8s] pets [pets]
j [dz] (alternative [d3], jet [d3et]) v [v] veal [vil] *foreign or foreign-origin words only.
k [k] king [kin] w [@] (alternative [w], wall [wo:1])
ky [kl cute [kjut] y [ you[ju]
1 [1] leap [liip] *foreign or foreign-origin words only. zZ [z] zebra [ze.bra /zi:.bra]

i.) Japanese sh [e], j [dz], and ch [te] are different from their English counterparts, sh [f], j [d3 / 3], ch [{f]. Japanese sh, j, and ch should be
produced with an “i-ish” mouth shape with no lip pursing, and they contain higher overtones than their English counterparts.

ii.) Japanese “1” is a one-tapped/flapped/flipped r. Do not use an Italian rolled r [r], an English r [1], a French uvular r [r], or a Chinese r [{]. If
this is difficult, you may substitute “1” [1] for it.

iii.) Although the Japanese spoken “w [(]” has less roundness of the lips than the English “w [w]” (or even no roundness), singers may use [w].

g
[T}

iv.) Although the Japanese spoken “n” may change its sound to [n], [n], [n] or [N] according to what follows it, [n] will suffice in singing.
v.) A sound of “ng [n]” or “ngy [nj]” is called “v'# < 4 bidakuon” in Japanese. Do not use [g] or [gj] as a substitution.

3. Structure of Japanese Syllables

Unlike English syllables, Japanese syllables are almost always open (i.e., they end with a vowel sound) with no liaison. In addition, they are
monophthongs (i.e., they contain only one vowel in a syllable, with no glide). Therefore, most Japanese syllables are either: 1) [one vowel]; or
2) [one consonant/ consonant cluster] + [one vowel]. However, some exceptions might occur with the consonants “n” and “m.” Both “n” and “m”
might appear at the end of a syllable, as in “pen” and “beam,” but they are not as strong as their English counterparts, which sound “pen-uh” and
“beam-uh.” There may also appear either an open “n” [as in ‘rock ‘n’ roll’] or closed “m” humming, which makes them pseudo-independent
syllables. There may also be an exception to the voiceless consonants becoming pseudo-independent syllables: when they are followed by a
vowel in parentheses or a small circle (e.g., “light >e/o2»v h(i)kari / hikari [¢.ka.ri]”), this indicates that the vowel may drop, thereby becoming
non-pitched, because it is too short. The score will indicate such exceptions and how to execute them vocally.

Capital letters indicate the first letter of a word. A hyphen indicates that the connected syllables belong to a word or a meaningful chunk of a
sentence; therefore, it is best to avoid taking a noticeable breath at any hyphenated part. Both a macron (a straight bar placed above a letter) and
consecutive same vowels indicate that the vowel is long (e.g., “pass siz/L %% toru/tooru [to:.cu]” vs “get m»/& % toru [to.ru]”). A macron is
preferred. In speech, Japanese syllables maintain a steady and constant duration, although this rule might not be apparent in music; therefore, a
macron or consecutive same vowels may not appear in the score, since the duration of the vowel is determined by the given note value.

In order to make the syllabic separation clearer, an apostrophe may appear: 1) to indicate a clear separation with a possible glottal attack
before a vowel [e.g., a big man 5=z O'otoko = O-'o-to-ko [0:.0.to.ko],]; and 2) to designate pseudo-independent syllabic consonants (e.g.,
“easy w%isawvan'l = a-n-'1 [a.n.i]” vs “brother s ani = a-ni [a.ni]”); and 3) to indicate the beginning of a consonant sound that is represented
by multiple letters including a double consonant (e.g., fask fi/= % x 5 sangyd — sa'ngyd = sa-ngyo [sa.n.pjo:]). Since the syllabic division is
shown clearly in music by hyphenation, both 2) and 3) might not appear in the score.

A double consonant (e.g., “same -+ i-'cchi, [i.te:i]” vs “one v+ i-'chi [i.tei],”) indicates that the preceding vowel will be shortened or that
there is a short stop or rest between the syllables, as in the Italian word “tutti.” This is called “z <4 sokuon” in Japanese, and is known as
gemination or consonant elongation. In the music, singers must clearly execute the indicated rest between the syllables or staccatos on the first
syllable of such words.

©2008 Kentaro Sato (Ken-P) www.wisemanproject.com Special Thanks to Dr. Robert Zaslavsky updated on 12/3, 2014



of the seasons bookmarks
Kise'tsu-no Shiori

of spring footsteps
1. Haru-no A'shioto

ears to listen carefully
Mimi-wo Suma'shitegoran.
winter toendure seeds hark
Huyu-wo Koeta Taneta'chi-nga, Hora!
snow melting together quietly  eyes to awake
Yukidoke-to Tomo-ni So'tto Me-wo Samasu.

closely to gaze
Ji'tto Mi'tsumetegoran.

tips of branCE§ buds . . too  see
Edasaki-no Tsubomita'chi-mo, Hora!
spring wind subtly to smile gently flower  to bloom

Harukaze-ni Chisaku Hohoen'de Yawarakaku Hana Hiraku.

of spring feeling cherry flowers to dye
Haru-no Omoi-wo Sakura-wa Someteyuku.
time again  to come around
Toki-wa Mata Me'nguri
always encounter  parting to see them off
I'tsumo Deai-to Wakare-wo Miokurina'ngara
quietly to disperse snow of cherry petals inside
Shizuka-ni Chi'tteyuku Sakurahubuki-no Naka-de
fading now to embrace

Kieyuku Ima-wo Daki'shimete.

ears to listen carefully
Mimi-wo Suma'shitegoran.
sky gazing birds hark
Sora-wo Mi'tsumeru Torita'chi-nga, Hora!
season now to start singing

departing
Suda'chi-no Kise'tsu-wo Ima Utaidasu.

of yeasterday wishes of tomorrow dream to change
Kmo no Ne'ngai- wo A'shita-no Yume-ni Kaete
to sing to start singing

Boku—wa Utau. Wata shi-mo Utaidasu.

now to feel
Ima-wo Kan'jitegoran.
future to lead surely footstep sound hearken
Mirai-e Tsu'zuku Tashikana A'shioto-nga, Hora!
spring  to toecho

Haru-ni Kodamasuru.

of summer paints
2. Na'tsu-no Eno'ngu

this blue sky from  of summer paints to extract
Kono Aozora-kara Na'tsu-no Eno'ngu-wo Torida'shite
of ocean world too my heart too
Umi-no Sekai-to Boku-no Kokoro-to
heart on to spread

Wata shi-no Kokoro-ni Hiro'ngeyo.

of waves_ sounds to hear
Nami-no Oto-nga Kikoeru.
wind to ride summer to start running

Kaze-ni No'tte Na'tsu-nga Ha'shiridasu.

of blink time to regret
Mabataki-no Jikan-wo O'shinde
this moment to gaze
Kono Shun'kan-wo Mi'tsumeru.
of heart canvas to disappear before
Kokoro-no Kyan'vasu-nga Kieru Mae-ni
of summer color sky and ocean and
Na'tsuiro-no Sora-to Umi-to
there reflecting  all smiles
Soko-ni U'tsuru Subete-no E'ngao-wo
to paint now
E'ngakia'ngeyd. Ima!

this blue sky from  of summer paints to extract
Kono Aozora-kara Na'tsu-no Eno'ngu-wo Torida'shite
canvas and my canvas
Wata shi-no Kyan'vasu-to Boku-no Kyan'vasu-ni
flowing time and of sun fragrance to escape before
Na'ngareru Jikan-to Taiy6-no Kaori-nga Ni'ngeru Mae-ni
to capture now
Tsukamaey®d. Imal!

©2008 Kentaro Sato (Ken-P)

Bookmarks of the Four Seasons
1. Spring’s Footsteps

Listen carefully...
Hark! Seeds that have endured winter

have awakened as the snow melts.

Look closely...
See! Buds on branches smile to feel the spring wind—

they begin to flower.

Cherry blossoms color my memories.
Spring is here again,
and it brings beginnings and endings.
I embrace the fading day’s cherry petals

falling like snowflakes.

Listen carefully...
Hark! Birds look at the sky

and sing their song of departure.

I sing.

I sing for yesterday’s wish and tomorrow’s dream.

Feel this moment...
Hearken! The sounds of footsteps that lead to the future,

echo in the spring.

2. Summer’s Paints

Let me take summer’s paints from this blue sky,
and spread them across the ocean

and my heart.

As the sounds of the waves echo and the wind blows,

and the summer starts its run.

I gaze at this moment
without blinking.
Before the canvas of my heart disappears,
I paint this sky, that ocean
and every simile evoked by the summer.

Now!

Let me take summer’s paints from this blue sky,
and let me capture the fleeing of time
and the fragrance of the sun on the canvas.

Now!



ofautumn  shadow pictures

3. Aki-no Ka'ngee

red and of black meeting
Aka-to Kuro-no Deai.

setting sun world while dyeing

Yihi-nga Sekai-wo Somena'ngara

sky distance to set time

Sora-no Kanata-ni Shizumu Toki
autumn to be blown without sound glowing flame to dance upward
Aki -ni Hukarete Oto-monaku Moeru Hono-nga Maia'ngaru.

then

So'shite...
red to be dyed silver screen
Akaku Soma'tta Gin'maku-ni
passed memory scene shadow picture to become swaying
Su'ngita Kioku-no J6k&-nga' Ka'ngee-to Na'tte Yuramekina'ngara
fallen leaves together earth to toretum
O'chiba-to Tomo-ni Dai'chi-ni Kaeru.
settingsun  together earth to toreturn

Yhi-to Tomo-ni Dai'chi-ni Kaeru.

red black
Aka, Kuro, Aka, Kuro, Aka, Kuro...

of winter breath

4. Huyu-no Ibuki

itis world silver tobedyed  night
Sore-wa Sekai-nga Gin-ni Somaru Yoru.
slightly window toopen  of winter breath  to feel
Suko'shi Mado-wo Akete Huyu-no Ibuki Kan'jitara
eyes toclose  of heart door to open
Me-wo Tojite Kokoro-no Tobira-wo Hiraku.

itis world dream tobeturned  night
Sore-wa Sekai-nga Yume-ni Somaru Yoru.
slightly window toopen  dream breath to to entrust
Suko'shi Mado-wo Akete Yume-wo Iki-ni Taku'shitara
eyes toopen  quietly northern wind to load
Me-wo Akete Shizuka-ni Kitakaze-ni Nosereba
itis white kaleidscope
Sore-wa Shiroi Man'nge'ky®d.
sparkling night to start turning
Ka'ngayaku Yoru-ni Mawaridasu.
See night to sway
Hora, Yokaze-ni Yurameki
quetly to melt white of dream breath

Shizuka-ni Toketeyuku Shiroi Yume-no Toiki.

of room light gently to turn off
Heya-no Akari-wo So'tto Ke'shite
once again dream northern wind to load
MBoi'chido Yume-wo Kitakaze-ni Nosereba
itis white fantasia
Sore-wa Shiroi Gen'sd'kyoku.
of winter fairiss _ too 5 to start da.ncing
Huyu-no Yosé-mo” Odoridasu.
see night wind sparkling quetly to disapper
Hora, Yokaze-ni Kirameki Shizuka-ni Kieteyuku
white of winter melody

Shiroi Huyu-no Melodi.

of silver world to to disappear

Gin-no Sekai-e Kieteyuku.

of night world to to disappear
Yoru-no Sekai-e Kieteyuku.
of dream world to to disappear

Yume-no Sekai-¢ Kieteyuku.

world silver to tobedyed night
Sekai-nga Gin-ni Somaru Yoru-ni,
world dream to tobedyed night
Sekai-nga Yume-ni Somaru Yoru-ni
of heart wings to spread
Kokoro-no Tsubasa-wo Hiro'ngete
starry night to  todisappear

Ho'shihuru Yoru-eto Kieteyuku.
to disappear

Kieteyuku...

! “)5kei” for singing
% “ygsei”for singing

©2008 Kentaro Sato (Ken-P)

3. Autumn’s Shadow Pictures

Marriage of Red and Black...

When the sun sets,
dyeing the world red,

autumn quietly blows red leaves into the air.

Then...

Autumn’s shadow pictures of past memories move red on the
silver screen of the earth,
and they return to the soil with the fallen leaves.

They return to the soil, following the sun.

Red, black, red, black, red, black...

4. Winter’s Breath

It is the night of a silver world.
Opening a window, I feel winter’s breath.

When I close my eyes, my heart opens.

It is the night of a dream world.
Opening a window, I put a wish into my breath,
and softly release it to the northern wind.

It becomes a white kaleidoscope,
spinning in the bright night.

White breath shimmers in the night

and melts away quietly.

I turn off the light.
When I release my breath again,
it becomes a white fantasia,
and winter’s fairies start dancing.
The melody of winter sparkles in the night
and disappears quietly.

It disappears into the silver world.
It disappears into the world of darkness.

It disappears into the dream world.

It is the night of a silver world.
It is the night of a dream world.
My wish disappears into the starry night,
spreading the wings of my heart.
It disappears...

Special Thanks to Dr. Robert Zaslavsky
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Kise'tsu-no Shiori (Bookmarks of the Four Seasons)

Text by Kentaro Sato

1. Spring’s Footsteps

Listen carefully...
Hark! Seeds that have endured winter

have awakened as the snow melts.

Look closely...
See! Buds on branches smile to feel the spring wind—

they begin to flower.

Cherry blossoms color my memories.
Spring is here again,
and it brings beginnings and endings.
I embrace the fading day’s cherry petals

falling like snowflakes.

Listen carefully...
Hark! Birds look at the sky
and sing their song of departure.

I sing.

I sing for yesterday’s wish and tomorrow’s dream.

Feel this moment...
Hearken! The sounds of footsteps that lead to the future,

echo in the spring.

2. Summer’s Paints

Let me take summer’s paints from this blue sky,

and spread them across the ocean and my heart.

As the sounds of the waves echo and the wind blows,

and the summer starts its run.

I gaze at this moment
without blinking.
Before the canvas of my heart disappears,
I paint this sky, that ocean
and every simile evoked by the summer.

Now!

Let me take summer’s paints from this blue sky,
and let me capture the fleeing of time
and the fragrance of the sun on the canvas.

Now!
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3. Autumn’s Shadow Pictures
Marriage of Red and Black...

When the sun sets, dyeing the world red,

autumn quietly blows red leaves into the air.
Then...

Autumn’s shadow pictures of past memories move red on the
silver screen of the earth,
and they return to the soil with the fallen leaves.

They return to the soil, following the sun.

Red, black, red, black, red, black...

4. Winter’s Breath

It is the night of a silver world.
Opening a window, I feel winter’s breath.

When I close my eyes, my heart opens.

It is the night of a dream world.
Opening a window, I put a wish into my breath,
and softly release it to the northern wind.

It becomes a white kaleidoscope,
spinning in the bright night.

White breath shimmers in the night

and melts away quietly.

I turn off the light.
When I release my breath again,
it becomes a white fantasia,
and winter’s fairies start dancing.
The melody of winter sparkles in the night
and disappears quietly.

It disappears into the silver world.
It disappears into the world of darkness.

It disappears into the dream world.

It is the night of a silver world.
It is the night of a dream world.
My wish disappears into the starry night,
spreading the wings of my heart.
It disappears...

Special Thanks to Dr. Robert Zaslavsky
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1. #DEF (Haru-no A'shioto / Spring's Footsteps)
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1. #DE#F (Haru-no A'shioto / Spring's Footsteps)
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1. #DEF (Haru-no A'shioto / Spring's Footsteps)
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1. #DE#F (Haru-no A'shioto / Spring's Footsteps)
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Feb. 26, 2008

Text and Music by Kentaro Sato (Ken-P)

2. HDfE
(Na'tsu-no Eno'ngu / Summer's Paints)
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2. Eof&H. (Na'tsu-no Eno'ngu / Summer's Paints)
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2. Eof&H. (Na'tsu-no Eno'ngu / Summer's Paints)
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2. Eof&H. (Na'tsu-no Eno'ngu / Summer's Paints)
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2. Eof&H. (Na'tsu-no Eno'ngu / Summer's Paints)
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2. Eof&H. (Na'tsu-no Eno'ngu / Summer's Paints)
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2. Eof&H. (Na'tsu-no Eno'ngu / Summer's Paints)
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3. Ko #AE

(Aki-no Ka'ngee / Autumn's Shadow Pictures)

Text and Music by Kentaro Sato (Ken-P)
Feb. 12, 2008
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3. ko ##s (Aki-no Ka'ngee / Autumn's Shadow Pictures)
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3. ko ##% (Aki-no Ka'ngee / Autumn's Shadow Pictures)
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inF 4 Z O) 4%\ % Text and Music by Kentaro Sato (Ken-P)
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4. %@ B (Huyu-no Ibuki / Winter's Breath) in F
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4. %@ E M (Huyu-no Ibuki / Winter's Breath) in F
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4. %@ B (Huyu-no Ibuki / Winter's Breath) in F
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